
Documents and
arguments

presented before
the Independent

Commission

B O A V E N T U R A  D E  S O U S A  S A N T O S



The professor's testimony
before the Independent

Commission on December 4 was
complemented by more than
600 pages of documents and
arguments refuting each of

the allegations.
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Of institutional oppression,

abuse of power and
misconduct in the (CES),

including the silencing of
women who have suffered

sexual abuse or sexual

misconduct”

MAIN ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST
THE PROFESSOR

1. WHAT IS BSS
ACCUSED OF?

The professor does not rule out

the existence of irregular

behavior on the part of the

researchers, but he can only

speak in the first person and has
a clear conscience in this

regard, since as of 2010/2011 he
stopped having close contact
with the internal life of the
CES due to two reasons:

Administrative responsibilities outside your jurisdiction.
They became the CES management, the executive director
and the president of the Scientific Council.
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Short stays in Portugal, no more than four months, due to
her annual stays at the University of Wisconsin – Madison, and
trips abroad since the Alice project began.



 12
january

2018

Important interventions of the
teacher within the ces

Intervention in the only case of sexual

harassment at the CES by a postdoctoral

researcher from the ALICE project to a

doctoral student in human rights.

Intervention in a problem derived from

the European project directed by a

researcher and coordinator from the CES

Intervention in the conflict that arose

between the CES and the main author

of the chapter, Lieselotte Vaiene.
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2018

2014
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The international recognition of his
work is reflected in the 21 honorary

doctorates that have been awarded to
him.

When the defamatory chapter was
published, some colleagues wrote and

signed a manifesto in their defense.

Throughout his academic life he has
dealt with thousands of people,

hundreds of women, and he has never
received a complaint about

inappropriate behavior.
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Of the lack of ethical
safeguards at the CES and the

lack of protection for students
who filed complaints against
him or against senior officials at

the CES.

MAIN ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST
THE PROFESSOR

2. WHAT IS BSS
ACCUSED OF?

There is no factual framework for

this accusation. As of 2019,
there was an Ethics
Commission within the CES.



He sexually abused a student
and was covered up because he

was a high-level researcher.

MAIN ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST
THE PROFESSOR

3. WHAT IS BSS
ACCUSED OF?

After the appearance of several graffiti in January 2019, the

professor decided to intervene in the Winter School Ecologies
of Feminist Knowledge. In his speech, he rejected the idea
that a culture of silence existed within the CES, and exposed

the institutional difficulties that existed within the institution and

transmitted to the Scientific Council the suggestions that were

made there to solve them. It was a sincere, genuine and human

statement, which does not typify any type of abuse, sexual intent

or insinuation.



“Radicalism is, evidently,
dangerous for the institution and
it particularly offends me, since I
maintain that modern domination

is capitalism, colonialism and
patriarchy. So I think we have to

take a very firm pedagogical
stance.”
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4. WHAT IS BSS
ACCUSED OF?

He abused power by requiring

students to cite his work as the

main academic reference in their

work; and appropriated the
students' work and knowledge,

denying them their intellectual

authorship.

MAIN ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST
THE PROFESSOR

The professor is member
number 3 of the Portuguese
Sociology Association.

Throughout his career he has

shared his knowledge and has

always felt the responsibility of

encouraging young people to

embark on academic life.

It has published the works of
309 researchers, always
recognizing their authorship.



As is common these days in
academia, over the years,

Boaventura has hired research
assistants, whom it has paid for

their work. These assistants
wrote and signed a manifesto

denying any extractivism
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He was the mentor of a network
created at the CES of "friends
with benefits."

MAIN ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST
THE PROFESSOR

5. WHAT IS BSS
ACCUSED OF?

Contact with the authors of
the defamatory chapter was
very limited from the
beginning. The only author with

whom he rarely coincided was

Lieselotte Viaene. The other

authors were not his doctoral

students, so he did not have

personalized contact with any of

them.



He organized debauchery
sessions at the Casarão

restaurant.

MAIN ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST
THE PROFESSOR

6. WHAT IS BSS
ACCUSED OF?

Meetings between students to socialize and debate ideas are

very common, for many years in Coimbra.

These gatherings were born with the objective that students
from various doctoral programs could interact outside the
classrooms in a less formal environment. It was a place where

everyone was welcome, even students from outside Coimbra

attended. Many professional and personal relationships were born

from these gatherings. 

The teacher attended these meetings not every time and, when he

did, not all the time, so he should not be responsible for the

interactions that arose from these meetings between adults,

without his presence.



“At 80 years old, I would like to be
able to focus on something ELSE,
and I think I deserve something
else, but I am where I am, and I

want to assume all my
obligations and the responsibility
and leadership that I must have in

this.”
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